
Motions to Council 8 September 2021
Chief Executive’s accompanying notes 

Motion 880 Call to scrap the Government’s Planning White Paper 
 
The Council notes:

 The significant concerns expressed by communities, 
including at the recent by-election in Chesham and 
Amersham, over the Conservative Government’s 
Planning Reforms.

 The concessions already made to Conservative 
backbench MPs over concerns about the impact of 
planning deregulation on home counties.

 Local resident concerns about their reduced ability to 
object to building works under Permitted Development 
Rights which have been extended under this 
Government.

 Widespread concern and condemnation of the Planning 
White Paper proposals across Local Government, the 
Planning and Architecture Sector and organisations 
concerned with protecting green spaces and heritage.

 
The Council is concerned that:

 The Government is not using the Planning White Paper 
to improve environmental outcomes from planning and 
building standards fast enough. This is at odds with the 
declaration of a climate emergency by many local 
authorities, including Gloucestershire County Council.

 Government proposals to deregulate planning will water 
down the rights of residents to influence development 
where they live.

 The Government's proposals will put at risk the character 
of Gloucestershire’s city, towns and villages.

 
The Council believes that:

 Residents have the right to a say over developments that 
will change the area they live in.

 Local councils, in consultation with their businesses and 
residents, are best placed to understand the issues in 
their area and respond with a housing strategy tailored to 
that area.
 



The Council calls for the Leader of the Council to write to the 
Government to scrap its Planning White Paper and instead:

 Undertake a wholesale review of Permitted Development 
Rights.

 Introduce rules which enable local areas to achieve 
much higher environmental standards in planning.

 Make the Planning Inspectorate more accountable to 
local people.

 Implement stronger controls to ensure Ministers making 
decisions on planning applications are not connected 
either financially or personally with the developers or 
related parties to the application.

Climate change 
implications 

None directly arising from this motion

Resource 
implications 

None

Human rights 
implications

None

Other implications 
relating to 
Council’s policy 
framework

None



Motion 881 Tackling poverty and deprivation in Gloucestershire

This Council notes that despite Gloucestershire being a 
relatively affluent county, based upon the 2019 Indices of 
Multiple Deprivation for England, there are 12 areas in the 10 
per cent most deprived areas.  These areas account for 19,415 
people which is 3.1 per cent of the county’s population.  

This Council further notes that some areas have been in the 10 
per cent most deprived areas in the 2010, 2015 and 2019 
Indices of Multiple Deprivation, suggesting that there are 
structural or long-term issues and that the communities in those 
areas need more sustained support and investment. 

This Council is deeply concerned about the causes of poverty 
and deprivation, the detrimental effects this has on individuals, 
communities and upon the prospects of future generations.

This Council notes that working on its own, it is unlikely to be 
able to tackle these issues, but that other local authorities have 
set-up multi-agency partnership groups, and produced ‘Tackling 
Poverty’ strategy documents.

Therefore, the Council resolves to:
 Create a multi-agency ‘Gloucestershire Tackling 

Deprivation and Poverty Strategy Group’ that is tasked 
with performing needs assessments and producing the 
‘Gloucestershire Tackling Deprivation and Poverty 
Strategy 2022-2030’.  This should include stakeholders 
from the six district authorities, the Police, Health, and 
other stakeholders as appropriate.  

 Set a target that it will invest and work with partners and 
stakeholders with the objective of making continuous 
progress towards getting and keeping all parts of 
Gloucestershire out of the 10 per cent most deprived 
parts of England in subsequent Indices of Multiple 
Deprivation.

 Bring regular progress reports to Corporate Overview and 
Scrutiny – which has the ability to refer on to Cabinet to 
enact the recommendations – and subsequently to full 
Council.

Climate change 
implications

None directly arising from this motion

Resource There would be direct resource requirements in terms of officer 
and member time involved in establishing and supporting the 



implications Strategy Group, carrying out needs assessments and 
developing, consulting on and producing the strategy.

The resources required to deliver such a strategy would need to 
be considered as part of its development, and built into the 
Council’s budget process.

Human rights 
implications 

None directly arising from this motion

Other implications 
relating to 
Council’s policy 
framework

Under the Health and Social Care Act (2012), 
the Health and Wellbeing Board has a statutory duty to produce 
a Joint Strategic Needs Assessment, which reflects the needs of 
local communities, as well as those of the County as a whole. As 
such, consideration should be given as to the relationship 
between the proposed strategy group and the Health and 
Wellbeing Board.



Motion 882 Keeping the lifeline

This Council is deeply concerned that the cut of £20 a week to 
Universal Credit and Working Tax Credit, scheduled for 6 
October, will impose the biggest overnight cut to the basic rate 
of social security since the modern welfare state began. This 
cut will create serious financial hardship to thousands of people 
in Gloucestershire, including children and families supported by 
this authority, some of whom will be driven into poverty as a 
result including an estimated 6 out of 10 of all single parent 
families.

The uplift made in March 2020 recognised both the economic 
impact of the pandemic and that payments levels were not 
adequate to protect families when they need it. As calls are 
made to ‘level up’ and ‘build back better’, it would make no 
sense at all to weaken social security support by cutting £20 per 
week from Universal Credit and Working Tax Credit this 
October.

This Council calls on Government to keep this lifeline and give 
families the stability they need by protecting them, not cutting 
them adrift and resolves to write to all Members of Parliament 
representing Gloucestershire constituencies to raise these 
concerns about in impact of this cut on Gloucestershire and to 
ask that they make representations to the Chancellor and 
Ministers.

Climate change 
implications

None 

Resource 
implications

None

Human rights 
implications 

None

Other implications 
relating to 
Council’s policy 
framework

None



Motion 883 
Colin Chick

Partnership between Local Government and National 
Government for urgent action on climate change

In 2018, at the Conference of the Parties (COP24), the UK 
Government signed up to having ‘domestic institutional 
arrangements, public participation and engagement with local 
communities’, so localities can play their part in delivering the 
UK’s ‘Nationally Determined Contributions’ in the Paris Climate 
Agreement.

In May 2021, Alok Sharma MP, President of COP26, cited 
collaboration as a key objective of the climate summit.

"Governments, business and civil society (including local 
government) need to work together to transform the ways we 
power our homes and businesses, grow our food, develop 
infrastructure and move ourselves and goods around".

Despite these agreements and statements, there is still no 
formal relationship allowing a joint partnership working between 
Local and National Government on climate action.

On 15th May 2019 
(https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=23573), 
this Council  welcomed and endorsed on behalf of 
Gloucestershire the declaration of a climate change emergency 
by parliament on behalf of the UK, and called for “Central 
Government to provide additional powers and resources to 
support local and national action towards this 2030 target”. This 
call remains materially unmet.

The increased frequency of record breaking flooding and then 
prolonged heatwaves causing catastrophic forest fires in 
Europe is evidence that climate change is accelerating at pace.  
The latest IPCC report, released in August 2021, states that 
global warming will exceed the hoped for 1.5% (and indeed the 
far more damaging 2%) during the 21st century, without urgent 
and deep reductions in carbon dioxide (CO2) and other 
greenhouse gas emissions.  

This Council therefore resolves to:

 Add our voice in this the year of COP26, to calls by the 
Local Government Association and the Association of 
Directors of Environment, Economy, Planning and 
Transport & others for a joint local & national government 
Task Force to plan action to reach ‘net zero’ emissions, 
urgently. Such a partnership can set appropriate 

https://glostext.gloucestershire.gov.uk/mgAi.aspx?ID=23573


regulations, benchmarks and targets and create the 
much needed long-term funding mechanisms to enable 
local communities and economies to decarbonise whilst 
remaining resilient and sustainable.

Write to Alok Sharma MP, President for COP26, the 
Prime Minister and the Leadership Board of the LGA 
informing them of our support for a joint Local/National 
Government Climate Change Partnership Taskforce, and 
asking for one to be established as soon as possible.

Climate change 
implications

As set out in the motion itself.

Resource 
implications

None directly arising from this motion

Human rights 
implications 

None

Other implications 
relating to 
Council’s policy 
framework

None



Motion 884 
Sarah Scott

Afghan refugees

This Council endorses participation in humanitarian efforts to 
protect and support refugees and is confident that 
Gloucestershire, together with other communities, will provide a 
welcome to Afghans forced to flee persecution and danger. We 
commend the work of Gloucestershire Action for Refugees and 
Asylum Seekers (GARAS) in offering a welcome and support.  

The Council welcomes participation in resettlement under the 
Afghan Relocations and Assistance Policy, the additional 
Afghan Citizen’s Resettlement Scheme and calls for expanded 
eligibility for family reunion, quick determination of asylum claims 
of those forced to travel independently and the suspension of 
any returns of people to Afghanistan which is clearly not safe 
right now. 

We call on Central Government to make planned arrangements 
to support new arrivals in the best possible way and to provide 
assurance of full funding to this Council and others in this year, 
and beyond, as required to deliver this support.

Climate change 
implications

 None

Resource 
implications

Currently there are central Government funding streams 
supporting the Afghan Resettlement and Refugee programmes. 

Human rights 
implications 

None directly arising from this motion

Other implications 
relating to 
Council’s policy 
framework

None


